as well as on Arabic and Latin, writing himself major books and articles on the development of medieval Galenism. At the same time, he was also the co-author of a book on the development of the modem hospital in inter-war Spain (1990) . In 1996 he returned to the University of Santander, producing a stream of works on a variety of topics, but mainly concerned with the Middle Ages. A large monograph on medical practice in medieval Castile is in press, and two collections of his essays will appear as part of the Variorum series in 2001 and 2002. Cancer was first diagnosed in 1999, and although he was thought to have made a good recovery and had embarked on a very productive period of writing, he became ill again in September 2000 and died only a few weeks later. He is survived by his wife and three children; another son died tragically young in 1976.
Luis Garcia Ballester's scholarship, his abilities as an organizer, and his inspirational talents as the teacher of a whole generation of leading Spanish medical historians were also allied to a natural friendliness. The eyebrows would twitch, the eyes would sparkle, and a broad smile would accompany even a warning to "Be careful" (a favourite expression when he wished to dissent). But woe betide those who failed to live up to his standards or whom he suspected of idling their time away in academic politics. Scholarship, for him, was a life-enhancing activity: the good otologist ought to know the history of otology, the historian's reconstruction of the past should illuminate the present. Those who joined him in his search became firm friends, not least because his own difficulties had given him a sympathetic ear for the concerns of others. With his death, the history of medicine in Spain has lost one of its most ardent champions; many historians of medicine, well beyond the Iberian peninsula, have also lost a true friend.' Vivian Nutton, The Wellcome Trust Centre for the History of Medicine at UCL 'I am grateful for help to Cornelius O'Boyle and to three of Garcia Ballester's collaborators, Jon Arrizabalaga, Fernando Salm6n and Esteban Rodriguez.
